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Xt Regal Rights conſiſtent with national Liberties, 


PROVERBS XXIV. 21. 


FEAR GOD, AND THE KING; AND MEDDLE NOT 
WITH THEM THAT ARE GIVEN TO CHANGE. 


THESE words in the Proverbs of Solomon, 
and thoſe which are parallel with them 
in the firſt Eprſile of St. Peter * Fear 
God, honour the King, are ſurely too explicit 
in favour of monarchal government, and 
monarchal dignity, to paſs for vain words, 
though ſimply regarded as the language of an- 
cient and intelligent writers. But as texts of 
holy writ they, with many other, militate fo 
forcibly againſt certain modern maxims, that 
nothing but fact and feeling could convince us 
of the exiſtence of the latter at this day, and in 
this country. — That all men are equal in dig- 
nity, and all ranks and diſtinctions no better 
than encroachments and uſurpations; — that all 
civil power was originally, and is ſtill ſtrictly 


and properly from the people; that univer- 
 fal ſuffrage is neceſſary to right legiſlation ;— 


* 1 Peter ii. 17. 


B theſe 


„ee, d . 7 n 
1 « "1 LS 2 
W 4 $1. Ob STI 
5 » T7 jg was Say, 1 by MY — 
a jo ra n 
h e (FN Rk 
* 8 N 
5 er 
7 _ 


n P | 2x N 9 
n n „ bo EN 
x a wh — = * 3 n JR II CES 


re rere 
* 


3 


theſe notions, and ſuch as theſe, are republican 
in the extreme: they are the tenets of rebels, 
rioters, and incendiaries upon record, though 
of late adopted with eagerneſs, and diſſemi- 
nated with confidence by politicians, philoſo- 
phers, and divines, in ſome reſpects of conſi- 
derable name. One knows not how to account 


for this but from the impulſe of civil enthuſi- 


aſm, or the blindneſs of judicial infatuation.— 
Theſe ſubjects, trite indeed, but rendered of 


the utmoſt importance by the critical ſituation 


of public affairs, I have heretofore handled 


from this place ; and my apology for the pre- 


ſent reſumption is the hope of being able to 


. ſet them in a {till clearer, and poſſibly new 
light; and conſequently to difcuſs them with 


fuller ſatisfaction to many of my audience, and 
to myſelf. 

Mankind muſt either be conſidered as ex- 
ſting from all eternity; or as having been 
produced at once in full maturity, without any 
other connection or relation; or as deſcended 
from one common progenitor. Of theſe the- 
ories the firſt is cruſhed by its innate abſur- 
dity; the ſecond is to all intents and purpoſes 
warmly eſpouſed by the ſagacious author of 
the Rio HTS OH MAN, who aſſures us that, at 
or about the beginning of the world, all the 


individuals then in being, each in his own 


Ai perſonal and ſovereign right, entered into a 
& compact 


1 
« compact with each other to produce a go- 
« vernment. - Yet in another place, and, 
moſt inconſiſtently with himſelf, he not only 
ſuppoſes our common deſcent from the firſt 
pair, but urges this indiſputable proof of the 
equality of human nature as the circumſtance 
ſupplying the moſt powerful ſanction to his 
levelling principles. — However, without avail- 
ing ourſelves of an incongruity ſo unworthy 
the character of an ordinary writer, let us ſee 
whether this air- built fabric of equality does 
not totter upon the pillars of flimſy hypotheſis, 
and unſound ſpeculation. For was it not in- 
cumbent on our author to inform us who it 
was that ſummoned this primary coNVEN- 
TION of his fellow-creatures ; or how we can 
be ſatisfied that this aſſembly was not confuſed 
like that which got together ſo long after at 
Epheſus, when the more part knew not where- 
fore they were come together * Was it not 
his buſineſs to acquaint us preciſely when and 
where this illuſtrious SENATE aſſembled, and 
of how many individuals it moſt probably con- 
ſiſted, and what form of government it inſti- 
tuted ? Had we not a right to know whether 
the grand compact he ſpeaks of was entered 
into before, or after the firſt ex xiſtence of order 


* Acts xix, 32. 
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„ 
or rank in the world; before, or after the diſ- 
tinctions of high and low, rich and poor com- 
menced, with all thoſe diverſities of ſtation, 
employment, and office, which are involved in 


the idea of ſociety ? Ought he not likewiſe to 


have explained to us how the poſſeſſion of a 


 fovereign right in each perſon is to be recon- 


ciled with the notion either of government, or 
of ſubjection ? And at the ſame time it had 
been a fatisfaction to us to have been informed 
who, or what it was that firſt diſturbed, and 
finally overturned this glorious ſyſtem of ori- 
ginal EQUALITY.—The truth is, even ad- 


mitting ſo far our author's theory as to ſup- 


poſe mankind to have exiſted in a mere ſtate 
of nature, ſomething like the preſent conſtitu- 
tion of things muſt ſooner or later have neceſ- 
ſarily taken place. — In this light, man muſt 
be conſidered as an individual, or as a ſocial 
being. In his bare perſonal and unconnected 


capacity, he was but a kind of chimerical en- 
tity ;. in his ſocial character, he was one 


among many endowed with like faculties, in- 
fluenced by like paſſions, and capable of like 
privileges or enjoyments with himſelf. All 
this while the love of liberty muſt have been 
predominant in him. Every . man muſt na- 
turally have wiſhed to gratify his own hu- 
mour, i. e. to act as he pleaſed ; and therefore 


ſome 


+ | 


Bu 


ſome power, ſome authority, delegated to one 
or more by common conſent, and. for common 
ſafety, would have ſoon been found requiſite 
to prevent every man's acting as he pleaſed. 
We cannot then help ſeeing clearly the neceſ- 
ſity of civilization, the uſe of law, the advan- 
tages of magiſtracy, and the reaſonableneſs of 
ſupporting it. Every man muſt have been con- 
ſcious that property could only be inſured by 
the purchaſe of protection; or general liberty 
maintained but by ſome abridgments of per- 
ſonal. Nor would ſuch abridgments, properly 
ſpeaking, have amounted to a denial, or de- 
privation of human liberty ; becauſe if reaſon 
would not, law could not have prevented any 
man's acting as he pleaſed at his own peril. 

All this, as it imports privilege, place, and pre- 
eminence, i. e. the neceſſity of government, 
implies alſo inequality.—You will obſerve I 
am ſuppoſing here men to act and proceed 
even in a ſtate of nature as rational creatures. 


I concern not myſelf with the caſe of nations, 


more or fewer, who, to whatever cauſes it 1s 
to be aſcribed, have, or do at this day fit in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, almoſt 
wholly inſenſible to obligations civil, moral, or 
religious. There is nothing to attract notice, 


to excite envy, and much leſs to ſtimulate 


emulation, 1 in examples of brutality. Taking 
B 3 a view 
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LR 
a view of men in the groſs, I aſſert inequali- 
ties of all kinds to be out of all doubt provi- 
dential appointments. We have no more pre- 
tence to look upon all men as equals in point 
of dignity, or civil importance, than to regard 
them as equals in reſpect of ſtature, ſtrength, 
wiſdom, virtue, bodily, or intellectual accom- 


pliſhments. Political inequalities muſt ever 
have been pronounced eſſential to the very 
being of government. Democracy, it is true, 
affects in a great meaſure to annihilate them; 
though, in the ſenſe of modern ſtate-refiners, 


it is itſelf a mere term, an inſignificant name. 
If we are to underſtand by it the ſovereignty 
of individuals, there can be no ſuch thing as 
government, becauſe, as has been intimated, 
there can be no government where there are 
no ſubje&ts. If we ſignify by this word a de- 
legation of power to one or more, under any 
title or character whatever, we ſhall fee a ſu- 
preme authority conſtituted, to which all in- 
dividuals are required and ſuppoſed to yield 
obedience. And what then becomes of the 
dream of equality? 

We naturally look upon a king as ſupreme, 
and upon a people as ſubject. It perplexes 
our ideas to attempt regarding either in any 
other vievy; and therefore when the doughty 


champion for the RIGHTS oF MAN informs 


us, 


8 
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us, that the French conſtitution diſtin- 
70 guiſhes between the king and the ſovereign; 
4 that it conſiders the ſtation of king as offi- 
& cial, and places ſovereignty in the nation; — 
he gives us an account of a conſtitution which 
diſtinguiſhes where there is no difference; and 
which at the ſame time ſuppoſes the king to 
be ſubject, not barely to the nation, but to 
every individual in the nation, in as much as, 
by his own poſition, each individual 1s pol- 
ſeſſed of a ſovereign right.“ 

The firſt and grand poſtulatum of republi- 


cans, — that all power is from the people, or is 


derived from the people, 1. e. from the bulk; 
from the maſs, from the plebeians of every 


community, is abſolutely inadmiſſtble, unleſs 
we mean only. that no power is tenable with- 
out the conſent, or acquieſcence of the people; 
and in this ſenſe it will hold good under every 
mode of government, known, or conceivable. 
— The occaſional act of diſpoſing of ſove- 
reignty by common appointment, or depoſi- 
tion, may, as caſes ſhall happen, be an act of 
Juſtice, or of violence; of reaſonable retiſt- 
ance, or of rank rebellion. — But can ſuch an 
act conſtitute what we underſtand by ſove- 
reignty ?; A people may not be aware of 
their own ſtrength ; or, ſenſible of their in- 
tereſt in the permanency of government, wall 


ma not 


—.—— 
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not exert it; but upon republican principles 
it is nevertheleſs poſſible revolutions may be 
annual, monthly, even as often as the MANY 
ſhall be 79% to and fro, (to borrow the A poſtle's 
words) and carried away with every wind of 
political dofrine, by the fleight of men, and 
cunning craftineſs whereby they he in wait to 
decerve *. —In ſhort, power is one thing, and 1 
authority another. = 
Let it further be remarked, that the term 
people — is equivocal. When we underſtand 
by the people the indiſtinct whole of a great 
and powerful nation, the MAJESTY OF THE 
PEOPLE is perhaps tolerable language: but is 
it not idle to talk of the ſupremacy of the vul- 
gar, or the MAJESTY OF A MOB ?— Imperium 
Populi Romani, Majeſftaſque ＋ is an expreſſion 
in a ſpeech of Tully; but who ever ſuppoſed 
this eloquent orator had nothing in his eye but 
the greatneſs or dignity of the common people 
of 1taly, or the rabble of Rome? Vox popult 
vox Dei, & ſalus populi ſuprema lex, are old 
maxims and ſignificant ones; but they do not 
reſpect the importance, or the welfare of the 
populace independently, but that of the ſtate 
at large, —the commonwealth the public. 
We mean by tyranny the uſe, or rather the 
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a buſe of power, whether in one or more hands, 
paurely for partial benefits, or perſonal gratifi- 
cation. We mean by government the opera- 


tion of magiſtracy, the exerciſe or adminiſtra- 
tion of lawful authority for the diſpenſation of 


| juſtice, for the general good, for the peace 


and proſperity of a nation. By ſuch a go- 
2X vernment the intereſts of all men are equitably 
| ſecured, under the articles of property, liberty, 

and lie. Theſe are the great RIGHTS oy 
MEN. The /oweſt of the people, eſpecially the 
induſtrious poor, have a right, not to govern, 
but to be well governed; i. e. to partake of 
the advantages of government, and to be pro- 
tected by thoſe laws to which the +4:ghe/t are 
amenable. In ſhort, they moſt unqueſtion- 
ably ought to be encouraged, benefited, and 
relieved by laws, though they have neither 
capacity, nor deſire to contribute in any de- 
gree to the framing of them. Attached in 
general to the conſtitution of their country, 
they naturally ſubmit themſelves, and are /#6- 
Jef as much for cuſtom as for conſcience ſake. 
They may indeed be, as they often have been, 
the dupes of artifice, or the tools of ambition; 
but are never ſharers in that power which was 
their own making. 'In a word, government 
muſt ceaſe except they are governed; except 
they are taught to be eaſy in their ſtation ; and 
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even to value themſelves upon their real ui: 8 
and importance to the community under the 
character, not of ſtateſmen, or caſuiſts, but 


that of peaceable ſubjects, and honeſt men. — 


If the demagogues of the day know theſe 
things, their zeal is a maſk, and their patriot- i 
iſm knavery. They are wolves in ſheep's cloth- if 
ing, and the public is not their care, but their Me 
prey.—A civil ferment is their object; and 
their expectation is ſanguine, that, as the po- 


litical lees ſettle, their conſequence ſhall riſe.— | 
If they know not theſe things, their judgments 
muſt unhappily have evaporated in the fumes 


of a fanatical imagination. They ſpeculate at vi 
random, without a competent acquaintance Wl 
with the nature of men and things, bewil- 
dered and led aſtray by the ignis fatuus of mo- 


dern philoſophy. 


In perfect conſiſtency with what has been 


advanced, as well as with the dictates and de- 
ductions of common reaſon, if we conſult the 
BI BIE, government will, with regard to its bl 
ground or principle, be found to be nearly as 
ce old as the creation. —Shamefully, irreve- 
rently, and atheiſtically as the word of God 
has been ſuperſeded and rendered of none effect 
by republicans abroad, its authority appears to 
be generally admitted by their partiſans and 
friends at home, if there is any ſenſe in the 
| feveral 


a [ iz ] 


ei 1 vera quotations, references, alluſions, and 
q yſſumptions which are interſperſed, though 
t 4 Fhinly, among their ſeditious and inflammatory 
papers and publications“. And therefore I 


c 


$ Eruſt I ſhall not be 2 abſolutely to ca 
Pearli before ſwine, by appealing to the holy 
Pracles with a claim to attention; having at 
9 Neaſt a hope to undeceive thouſands, at the 
dame time, who have been miſerably abuſed 
7 nd miſled. | 
Government I ſaid would be found to be 
| early © as old as the creation.” In fact, it 
was not immediately either of human, or di- 
vine inſtitution, but properly commenced with 
9 1 and natural ſubordination. The 
Divine Ordinance included in the ſame terms, 
1 = all RULE OVER THEE, and thou ſhalt 
WW :Uir over mim +,—in the caſe of the firſt 
pair, and in that of the firſt brothers, laid the 
W foundation of authority in the world, and 
W ftampt a RIGHT on primogeniture. The 
| prerogatives of the firſt man deſcended of 
Wy courſe to the fathers of families, his more im- 
W mediate, or remote offspring; and a recipro- 

cation of duties evidently aroſe from this do- 
meſtic inequality, in conſequence of ſuperio- 
rity, and charge, or truſt on one POWs and cf 


* See Appendix, ＋ Gen, iii. 16. iv. 7. 
inferiority 


2 4 


inferiority and dependence on the other. But 
it would be abſurd to apply theſe principles to 
the concerns of families only. Families were 


compoſed of individuals; and as men multi- 
plied, families conſtituted communities of a 
greater or leſs extent. It is impoſſible to re- 
gard mankind collectively but as ſubſiſting at 
a very early period in ſuch communities; ſo 
that, as before now has been obſerved, nothing 
can be more ſimple than the origin of govern- 
ment, or legiſlation. 


In the hiſtory of Moſes we may diſcover 
ſtrong traces even of hereditary ſucceſſion to 
ſovereignty in the firſt world, if I may call it 
ſo, while we look in vain for the leaſt veſtige Ml 
of a republican conſtiturion. That kingly M 
government almoſt univerſally prevailed im- A 


mediately after the flood, we have the con- 
current teſtimony of the records of all ages 
and nations. In the old times of Paganifm, 
ſometimes by birth, but more frequently by 
merit political, or military, by heroic achieve- 
ments, or by wiſe adminiſtration, men were 
raiſed to empire, and even to divinity ; the 
common voice concurring and applauding, but 
not properly electing upon ſuch occaſions. We 


have however good ground to ſuppoſe a provi- 


dential interference in theſe matters. The 


ſon of Sirach, an ancient and venerable writer, 
| tells 


a, #@# * 1 


einn . 


3 
tells us, that in the divifion of the nations of 
3 1 the whole earth, the Lord ſet a ruler over every 
beople x. Canonical Scripture ſhould have 
till ſtreater weight with us. It is no incon- 
aderable mark of the divine favour to Abra- 
am, that his name was to be made great, and 
IT that tings were to come out of his loins +. Be- 
fore, and after their deliverance from the 
1 bondage of Egypt, the Iſraelites, though in an 
eminent ſenſe the people of God, were never- 
= theleſs all along under the immediate govern- 
ment of a ſingle perſon. Maſes, Foſhua, the 
Judges, (whom God gave them, as St. Paul 
rt obſerves) and Samuel, were veſted with autho- 
rity over them ſtrictly ſupreme ; and notwith- 
ſtanding their ſtrange inſenſibility of the be- 
nefits of a theocracy peculiar to themſelves; 
notwithſtanding their great wickedneſs in aſe- 
ng them a king, that they might be like all the 
nations 4, it is certain their firſt monarch, and 

ſome of his ſucceſſors, were immediately ap- 
pointed by God himſelf. 

It is very obſervable, that in conſequence of 
the divine acquieſcence in the caſe of the 
Jews, and of preſumable approbation in the 
caſe of other nations, kings in general are 
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Fecleſ. xvii. 17. + Gen, xii, 2. xvii. 6. 
t 1 Sam. viii, 10, 20. | 


called 


per 


NB 
ind 


called in holy writ ſometimes Gods, but re- b 
peatedly the Lord's Anointed ;; by which ap- 3 Y 
pellation the perſons of princes are pronounced 
peculiarly ſacred, and monarchal government 
in effect declared to be particularly adapted to 
the maintenance and ſupport of the rights and 
intereſts of mankind. Z 
It may be worth remarking further, that the 1 
natural connection the due diſcharge of the duty 4 
of kings has with the welfare and ſafety of a 
community, may be reaſonably collected from 
thoſe epithets and characters which public 
affection and gratitude, and ſometimes, no | 
doubt, perſonal pride, or policy, have annexed 1 
to the royal name; ſuch as the great, — the | 2 
good, —the jut; and, in former ages, thoſe of 
Soter, —Epiphanes, &c. and eſpecially that of 4 
Pater Patriz, the moſt amiable title to 
which a princely ambition can aſpire |! 1 
Were we to reaſon from analogy, abſolute 
monarchy is the moſt perfect mode of govern- 
ment. God is an abſolute monarch, and the 
kingdom of heaven, in the trueſt ſenſe, a mo- 
narchical kingdom. According to ſome of 
the fathers, the celeſtial hierarchy under the 
univerſal Sovereign conſiſts of three orders, 
and each order of three ranks; the firſt, Sera- 
pbim, Cherubim, and Thrones ; the ſecond, 
Dominations, Principalities, and Powers; the 


third, 


EW 
Pr, Virtues, ' Angels, and Arch- angels. — 


'F That theſe diſtinctions are far from being al- 
eber whimſical and viſionary, I ſeruple 
Wot to affirm. They are manifeſtly counte- 
5 i anced in a conſiderable degree by ſcriptural 
Wuthority *. Human eſtabliſhments therefore 
Pay be eſtcemed excellent in proportion to 
heir approach to this perfect ſtandard : and 
Indeed happy, confeſſedly happy would a peo- 
ple be to live under an abſolute government, 
luppoſing the earthly throne, like that above, 
to be e/tabli iſhed i in judgment, fuſtice, and rights 
rouſne Ss 

Neither ſhall we meet with any thing in 
1 the New Teſtament to diminiſh our eſtima- 


c 
oF ion, or incline us to think leſs highly of the 
f oyal dignity. That divine precept, that we 


ould render unto Cæſar the things which are 
KCz/ar's; and thoſe apoſtolical injunctions 
hich require us to Honour the king, to ſubmit 
ro the king as ſupreme, and to governors as to 
em that are ſent by him, &c. moſt manifeſtly 
Winjoin ſubjection more willing, ſubmiſſion 
more implicit, and more active obedience to 
awful authority, than the patriots of theſe 
times ſeem diſpoſed to pay. In fact, the fre- 


* See Pal ein. . 2 Cor. n. T4. 1 110 St 
Eph. i. 21. 2 Pet, iii. 22. | 
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quent ſcriptural paſſages deſcriptive of, or al- 
luũ ve to the high character and office of Kings, 
have furniſhed flattery and folly with argu- 
ments for inveſting them with the divine pre- 1 
rogatives, as vicegcrents, or the immediate de- 
puties of the Almighty. Too many in heat 
of zeal, or by oppoſing one falſe principle to I 3 
another, concerning government have erred. „ 3 
The doctrine of paſſive obedience has been 
haſtily deduced, or injudiciouſly extorted from - 


ſeveral texts, and particularly from the 13th } 


chapter of the Epiſtle- to the Romans, where 
the context evidently ſuppoſes a mild, Juſt, 11 
wiſe, and equitable government, as far as is 


reaſonably to be expected in the preſent im- L 
perfect ſtate of things. When the ruling 


powers wantonly defeat the end of their inſti- 


tation ; when the ſupreme magiſtrate becomes 


a terror not to evil works, but to good; when 

by converting the ford of juſtice into a af 
of cruelty, or a red of oppreſſion, he does 
ſomething much worſe than bearing it in vain; 
when this is the caſe, it will be impoſfible to 
forget, that, as a covenant is implied in the re- 


lation betwixt prince and people, ſuch a vio- 


lation by the former is ſuppoſable as will re- 
- leaſe the latter from their obligations. Re- 
ſiſtance, when it is a remedy, is not. rebellion. 
But the notion of an ORIGINAL CONTRACT, 

formally 
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3 formally entered into between magiſtrates and 


ſubjects, is a mere brat of the "bt wh 
The truth is, the charge of a people is a 


© truſt of the moſt complicated importance. 
The hiſtoric page is too often ſtained with 
me ee ee of deſpotiſm. Perhaps, 
all circumſtarices conſidered, it is hardly poſ- 
able to plan a more excellent mode of govern- 
ment than a monarchy limited by law, and in 
ſome ſort qualified by participation. — Such, 


happily, is ours. — And may not the antiquity, 
and, with a very few exceptions, the univerſal- 
ity of ſovereignty, under ſome title or other, 


be pleaded with the beſt grace in favour of 


this conſtitution ?—T would not be underſtood 


3 to aſſert the dependence of wile legiſlation on 
kingſhip; or in the leaſt to queſtion the di- 


vine ſuperintendence over ſtates and ſocieties 


of all denominations ; over all the powers that 
be. In ſhort, I wiſh not to decry, or under- 
value oTHER forms of government; though, 
I think we ſee, admire, enjoy more than 
enough to endear to us our OW] N. I take a 


: | pleaſure in recollecting that the excellency of 


that kind of government under which, by fa- 
vour of Providence, we live, and even the par- 
ticular lenity of the Britiſb legiſlature is, in a 
ſort of ſpirit of prophecy, preconceived by one 
of the moſt celebrated politicians of od time. 
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In one of his treatiſes de Republica, (of which | 


a few fragments only remain) Tully, who 
ranks among the moſt ſteady of republican 


zealots, deſcribes, in the way of ſpeculation, 


almoſt in ſo many words, ſuch a deſirable 
eſtabliſhment of King, Lords, and Commons, as 
exiſts in this country at this day. The pat- 
ſage runs as follows: Statuo effe optime conſti- 
tatam rempublicam, qua ex tribus generibus 
lis, ---regali, optimo, & populari, modice con- 
aſa, nec puniendo irritet animum immanem ac 


Ferocem, nec omnia bprætermittendo licentia cives 


deteriores reddat *. 

It is caſy to declaim for or againſt perſons 
or things; this, or that conſtitution. The 
emperors of Rome were, moſt of them, infa- 
miouſly unfaithful to their truſts. In their 
public Capacity they were tyrants; in their 
private, flagitious almoſt- beyond deſcription. 


But ſhall we find no inſtances of ambition, 


avarice, cruelty, rapine, and oppreſſion, lux- 
ury and diffipation, during the ages of the Ro- 
man Commonwealth? There is no end of 
comparing men and times. Let any man pro- 


duce a liſt of republican worthies; let him 


expatiate on the intrepidity, the firmneſs, the 


rigid ſpirit ' of a Brutus, a e or a Sidney, 


+, * T find this paſſage cited by Mr, Delolme. 
228 | and 


; [ 1 
6 3 and the fame of them all ſhall be loſt in the 
3 1 ſplendor beaming from the character of an Al. 

red! It is not juſt to exhibit at large, to de- 
f lineate at full length the inconveniences, the 
E miſchiefs, and the abſurdities of one extreme, 
without ſhewing even in miniature the weak - 
neſs, the danger, and the wildneſs of the other. 
If arbitrary power has at times made havoc in 
the world; if kings have ruled with a rod of 
iron; have we nothing to fear, or ſuffer from 
inſurrections and tumults, from the inſolence of 
faction, from the outrage of rebellion, and the 
madneſe of a deluded people ? Or is the Britiſb 
WE monarchy unreſpectable, becauſe Gallic tyranny 
vas odious ? The fact is, monarchal govern- 
ment is natural to us. There ſeems to be in 
republican principles, as upright as numbers 
may be in the avowal of them, ſomething too 
illiberal, too narrow, too deſigning for the ge- 
ius of Britons. A commonwealth was once 
WT obtruded upon us, and our fathers found it a 
ore they were not able to bear. 

Civil changes have been, and may be expe- 
dient; they may be neceſſary. The great 
EREvoLUTION of the laſt century in this coun- 
try, is a memorable example. But this change 
was wrought with diſcretion and delicacy; it 
affected only the perſon of the king, or at moſt 
his family ; and left facred and untouched the 
C 2 eſſence 


5 e * 
1 
5 "= 
% 
1 
1 
Ig 42 
oe N 2 
ow 
a4 #, 
mY 
+ 0p 
DET: ; 
' r 
5 2 
n 
i Y - l 
A 
AA * 
„ 8 
—_— 
5 79 * % 1 
l Wy 
£2 : 
5: 4 5 
* 
2 
7 72 
4 


eſſence of the conſtitution. While this con- 
ſtitution, happily compounded of the three 
great ſpecies of government, upheld and ſup- 
ported by reciprocal reſtraint, mutual equi- 
poiſe, and occaſional counteraction, the whole 
(if I may be bold with apoſtolical words) being 
fitly joined together, and compatted by that which 
every part fupplieth, according to the effect ual 2B 
working in the meaſure of every part; — while 
this conſtitution ſubſiſts in a ſtate of vigour 
and ſtability, it will be our duty and our in- 
tereſt to attend to King Solomon's exhortation 
in my text, and meddle not with them, have no 
wilful intercourſe with them that are given to 
change; i. e. (as we may fairly paraphraſe the 
words) are ready and eager to alienate the af- 
fections of a people from their lawful ſovereign il 
on frivolous pretences ; to ſow the ſeeds of ſe- i 
dition in vulgar minds by crafty miſrepreſent- 
ation, or by aggravations of miſtakes or abuſes 
from which no adminiſtration 1s, or can be ex- 
empt ; to cheriſh imaginary grievances, or to 
magnify real ones; to pervert, or miſapply 
political traths ; and, in a word, to propagate 
principles, not barely tending to diſturb the 
tranquillity of government, but to ſubvert an- 
cient and conſtitutional eſtabliſhments: and 
all this to gratify the enthuſiaſm of zeal,” or 
the love of novelty, or the luſt of popularity, 
; | | OT 


L 21 ] 


or the thirſt of revenge, or the malevolence of 
XX envy, or the deſperation of indigence, or the 
| ſpleen of diſappointment. 


What the mock-patriots of the preſent ge- 


8 neration, the clamorous aflertors of liberty, the 
friends of the people,” Fal/ely ſo called, are 
=X continually affirming, or inſinuating, with a 
view to the accompliſhment of their wiſhes, 
is at beſt more ſpecious than ſolid; much 
better calculated to tickle an itching ear than 
to convince a ſober underſtanding. —They 
X ſometimes with more confidence than mo- 


deſty will beg the queſtion. They take it for 


1 granted that alteration muſt be amendment, 
and innovations improvements. I defire to 
aſk, whether ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS, and 
Wo UNIVERSAL sur FRAGE, the great objects of 


their declared aims and endeavours, might not 


be the means of promoting, and perhaps per- 


petuating animoſity, ſtrife, confuſion, and 
every evil work? I challenge the legion of 
diſaffection to prove the contrary. Sometimes, 
with leſs candour than vehemence they ex- 
claim againſt the inequality of parliamentary 
repreſentation ; againſt certain improprieties, 
inconveniences, diſadvantages, or even hard- 
ſhips, local or perſonal, which may be liable 
enough to raillery and ridicule, but ſurely are 


no matter of ſerious complaint; not being in- 
3 trinſically, 
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1 
trinſically, and in their own nature, of the 


leaſt conſequence to the common intereſt. 
For the great ends of conſultation in the na- 


tional council; the © glory of God, the good 


« of the Church, and the ſafety, honour, and 
« welfare” both of king and people, will beſt 
be anſwered, not by the number, or quality 
of conſtituents, but by the wiſdom and inte- 
grity of repreſentatives. Sometimes, in con- 
tempt of decency, and in defiance of common 


ſenſe, they will varniſh atrocity itſelf ; and 


repreſent principles and practices as great and 
glorious, which really diſgrace the annals of 


the world. I need not tell you I have in my 


eye the politics of the nation which is our 
neareſt neighbour, where the ſpirit of licen- 
tiouſneſs has operated to the deſtruction of 
monarchy ; to the extirpation, if not abſo- 
lutely of religion, at leaſt of religious eſtab- 


liſhments ; and, in a manner, to the ha = 


not only of honeſty, but humanity too ; 

where Jarring and diſcordant factions dener 
by turns, and in ſome ſenſe Satan may be ſaid 
to be qivided againſt Satan; — where levelling 
tenets have reduced a whole people to an 
EQUALITY of wretchednefs; — and where the 
fanciful TREE OF LIBERTY, Which has been 
planted, can only flouriſh by being watered 
with the tears of widows and orphans.—7? 


; ſhall 
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| 8 2 all know them by Their Fruits. — And, once 
more, theſe dirty dealers in conſpiracy, theſe 
Aeſpiſers of dominion, are daily advancing poli- 


tical doctrines of popular ſound, but treaſon- 
able tendency. —Extraordinary exigences may 
happen : the depoſition of even a lawful prince 
may be neceſſary to the preſervation of an en- 
dangered ſtate : it has been acknowledged ; 


but for ſuch a reaſon to affirm that, in the re- 
= gular courſe of civil affairs, the king holds his 
XX crown purely | 


arbitrio popularis aura : 


to affirm this, is to conclude without pre- 


X miles; to join impudence with impertinency ; 


to render government unſtable, and precarious; 


to treſpaſs againſt order ; and to convert he- 
reditary though not indefeaſible right into 
parliamentary, or popular election. 

God forbid the pulpit ſhould be proſtituted 
to party purpoſes. I ſtand not here an ad- 
vocate for particular meaſures, or for particular 
men. I only wiſh to enforce the great united 
duties of loyalty to the crown, and fidelity to 
the conſtitution ; knowing myſelf to be ac- 
countable to that Divine Maſter from whom 
* no ſecrets,” no motives are hid. I honour 


that nn which has always a ſteady 
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eye to the general good; I reverence chat dil. 
intereſtedneſs which is the ſoul of principle, 
and hold in high eſteem that openneſs of ſen- 
timent and ſpeech, in the ſenate and out of it, 
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which is equally unreſerved in cenſure, and 


- generous in approbation. In ſhort, I repro- 


bate the perverſeneſs, I applaud the vigilance 8 
of oppoſition, But let it be remembered all this 
while that power 1s always invidious ; and that * 
offices of honour, or profit are no more incom- 
patible with patriotiſm, than ſtudied invective 


or florid declamation implies it. I am how- 
ever ready to acknowledge ſome imperfection, | 


ſome evil, and, not to decline the uſe of a 1 31 


more popular word, even grievance to exiſt 


among us, under ſeveral departments, and in 
more reſpects than one. I contend only, that, 
of whatever kind, or how many ſoever in 
number, the defects in our preſent conſtitu- 3 


tion may be, we have no chance for a remedy 
from ſtate-empirics, who profeſs to heal the 
infirmities of our body politic, while they are 
ſtabbing its vitals !—The civil ſyſtem, which 
was left us fundamentally ſound by our fore- 
fathers at the latter end of the laſt century, 


can occaſionally cure itſelf; and it is not with- 


out a ſtrange mixture of concern and aſtoniſh- 
ment, reſentment and apprehenſion, that we 
. 


1 


; i F. ſee any of their poſterity affecting to be wiſer 
Tod better than thoſe who have laid their coun- 
try under ſo many invaluable obligations. 
Who can foreſee the end of theſe things + — 
d 1 i is unmanly, it is unchriſtian to be in great 
ear where no fear is. But ſurely in à day of 
3 Tout, rebuke, and blaſphemy like this, when 
e are encompaſſed with enemies, foreign and 
| open and infidious, who threaten to 
" Wwrep away every thing ſerious and ſacred 
with the be/om of REFORMATION, it will be 
1 4 natural to enquire, whether we may not 
have incurred the divine diſpleaſure, and even 
Jindignation, by our manifold provocations ? 
ou are ſenſible plague, peſtilence, and fa- 
mine, riots, ſeditions, and rebellions, wars and 
5 43 tumults are ſcourges in the hand of him 70 
n F vom vengeance belongeth. Our national ſins 
i 2 are notorious ; the preacher has no occaſion to 
It up bis voice like a trumpet to proclaim 
chem. — We were ſome time ſince called upon 
to acknowledge them by our truly religious So- 
vereign. But I need not tell you barren ac- 
knowledgement does but aggravate impiety 
by inſolence. To conclude. We no not 
the mind of the Lord; of him who is the diſ- 
poſer of all events; who changeth the times 
and the ſeaſons; who removeth kings, and ſetteth 
up kings; — but we know we have every mo- 
tive 
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both we and our king. A 1 
may not be our ruin, may God the E ather 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with the 


Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons in one divine eſ- 
ſence, be aſcribed all might, dominion, and 


1 


tive to repentance and ſpiritual reform in com- 1 


fortable and awful truth; we know that 20 mm 1 


Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſſ, 
though we have rebelled againſt him; that as he 
is able to deſtroy, he is alſo mighty to eve; 
and we know that if we continue to do ict. 
edly, we ſhall be in danger of being 2 5 


And therefore that our national au, 


give all « ſorts and conditions of men” grace 4 q | 
to turn from their tranſereſſions, for/the ſake 4 ö 


power, now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 
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| 51 9 * N a careful peruſal of the Reports from the 

Fommittee of Secreſy, preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
ef 9 ; bons by Mr. Secretary Dundas, on May 12 and 13, 
794, J. find the authors of the Papers, Sc. referred 
Wo in the Sermon, wiſhing, as it ſhould feem, to excul- 
; date themſelves from the charge of irreligion and infi- 
elity, by ſeveral expreſſions implying a belief in the 
"Ip being of God, and in the Juperintenaency of Providence, 
4 2 at the very inſtant they were holding in contempt laws 
uman and divine. 


In the addreſs to the People of Great Britain, 
p. 9, the following paſſage occurs. 
« Our common Maſter whom we ſerve (whoſe 
4e law is a law of liberty, and whoſe ſervice is 
« perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to 
« gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thiſtles. 
« We do hereby declare before God and 7he 
« world,” &c. 
Reſolutions of the Convention aſſembled Nov. 28, 
1793, P. 64. 
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it would go on without our interference; but 
who can ſtand by an idle ſpectator, &c. „ 
Copy of a letter from the Society for Conflitutional | "'» 
Information at Birmingham, to the Society far | ; 
ditto at London, Feb. 6, 1793, P. 134. 
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%“ The All-wiſe Father of men proſper your un- 

dertakings.” & 

Letter to the Members of the Scotch Convention, 9 
dated Leeds, Nov. 18, 1793. See Appen. 4 
No. 8, p. 171 | 1 


„ Let it be our ardent prayer to God, that his ' as 


wiſdom may dirett your meaſures, and that his WW <? 
benedifion may attend the execution of them.“ 
Letter from Vn. Skirving, dated Edinburgh, 
Nov. 7, 1793. See No. 9, Appen. p. 171. 


The following paſſage is a ſolemn alluſion to the 


“ Our voice, together with that of our disfran- 
chiſed countrymen, will reſemble, perhaps, the 
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* thunderings from Mount Sinai. 


Addreſs. to the Brizih nation from Sheffield, T 
April 7. 1794, p. 61. : E's 


The next periods are ſtrongly tinctured with 
methodiſtical quaintneſs. 
Let us provide every ſtake and ſtay of the 7a. 


ce  bernacle which we would erect; fo that when 
ce the 


E 4 
the zabernacles of oppreſſion in the palaces of ambi- 


+ tion are broken down, under the madneſs and 
XX folly of their ſupporters, we may then without 


. anarchy and all dangerous delay erect at once 

x e our tabernacle of righteouſneſs. And may the 

4 1 „ Lord himſelf be in it. We will ſtand and 

A I i ſee the ſalvation of the Lord.” 

RE Letter from Skirving to the Secretary of he 
London Correſponding Society, p. 61, See Ap- 


pen, p. 146. 


== The Addreſſers to the Land-holders of the county 
„/ Perth talk of the eternal laws of juſtice, and of 
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The author of the letter from the Secretary of 
le Friends of the People in Edinburgh to the Secre- 
We tary of the London Correſponding Society, p. 145, 
makes mention of many who profeſs © to withftand 
and overawe the powers of darkneſs, and to act 
from the ennobling principle of aniverſal benevo- 
lende.“ 


in the following addreſs to the NATIONAL Cox- 
: | VENTION, incloſed in a letter from the London Cor- 
8 7:/ponding Society, we have the following paſſage. 


We diſcover in French-men our fellow-citi- 
« 7zens of the world, and our brethren by the ſame 
* Heavenly Father, who created us for the purpoſe 


« of loving, Sc. each 19775 but not to hate and to 
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« he ready to cut each other's throats at the com- 2 3 E 


& mand of weak and ambitious kings, and corrupt DH 60 
% miniſters,” | 9 


If the foregoing periods are artfully calculated to 4 4 0 
deceive the 1 Ignorant, or the unwary, into a Dae. 4 


paſſages are penned with leſs prudence, or leſs cun- 1 C © 
ning ; which plainly enough diſcover the ultimate 1 
ends and views of at leaſt many of theſe political 3 
zealots, notwithſtanding their frequent profeſſions, Þ f } 7 I 
or general taciturnity. 1 4 4 ] 

That numbers have in. contemplation the utter | 
ruin of CHURCH AND STATE, and the invaſion «| 
PRIVATE PROPERTY alſo, is not only fairly to be 
inferred from the doctrine of EQUALITY, conſidered | 
in its natural and known conſequences, but from | 
the manifeſt import and tendency of what will | 
follow. 

« The ignorant part of the people, (of Leeds )| 
ce through the infinuations of the arisTocracy ; 
« and the PRIESTS, have expected us to fall on : 
© them,” &c. 7 

Letters from the Secretary of the Conſtitutiona! ME 

Society at Leeds, to the Secretary of the Society 


bn ©, A — , Y 


for Conflitutional Information, p. 148. #} 
| | 1 
« Where is the MAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE? An 
* 
indifferent obſerver would ſuppoſe it centre in. 
| 


cc ftars, and garters, ribbands, and coſtly apparel, 
* n &c. with all the trumpery of puerile 
«© amuſement ; 


l 8 
W FROST ICE 1 „ BAPCE © or IS r D |. es 1 1 * 
1 . r. 8 1 
r 


n. amuſement; and were it not for their accurſed 
3 « conſequences, we could bear with it; but when 
XZ we conſider how many SWEAT, AND rofl, AND 
X 5rarve To SUPPORT IT, how can we be per- 
A - ſuaded but that there is a CONTRIVANCE be- 
8 tween the LAND-OWNERS and the MERCHANT to 
hold the people in vaſſalage ; for they © eat up 


1] very alarming,” &c. &c. PD 
Letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, 
to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society, June, 1793, p. 149. 


his tends to © abate the pride, aſſwage the ma- 
1 | lice, and confound many of the devices of the 
enemies to reform, particularly among the dos 
or cnusch anD KINO.“ 

Letter from the Secretary of the Society for 
| Conſtitutional Information at Birmiug bam, to the 


p- 162. 


A letter from the Conſtitutiona! Society at Nor- 
ib, to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 


FOR CHURCH AND KING.“ 


F 


W DOMINEERING ARISTOCRATIC influence poſſeſ- 


* PERTY, 


the people as they eat bread ? The influence of 
che aRISTOCRACY and HIERARCHY is become 


Secretary of the Society for ditto at London, 


= ſociely, ſpeaks of certain perſons e very FIERCE - 


* They complain of an ALL-GRASPING AND 


* ſing the GREATEST SHARE of the LANDED PRO- 
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c pxRTY, With the purſe of the nation at their 

& command, and their eyes ever 00 on this ruling 1 ? q 

© maxim, DIVIDE ET IMPERA, 2 1 
Letter from the Sheffield Committee, &c. to Mir | J 

Skirving at Edinburgh, May 27, 1793, p. 16 „ 


« Is the univerſal right of conſcience ever to ve | 


© attained while the B. maintain their ſeats on te 


(c "oh 


Letter from Stockport to the Secretary of the || B 4 5 


London Correſponding Society, September 175 
7. 


“ CHURCHMEN are worſhippers of Baal.” 


p. 179. 


Such, by the way, is the enmity, or the envy of lf E: | | 
republican patriots, that they will not ſuffer us to be 


loyal even in our mirth. In a letter from Coven- 
try, to a friend in London, dated October 2 3, 1793, 
the 1 requeſt occurs: 


ſhall be obliged to citizen : if 
« he could favour us with a few more of their 
© publications, &c. particularly with a few of the 
ce SONGS Which begin with 


«© GoD SAVE THE RIORHTS of Man,” &c. p. 160. 


This is not laughable burleſque, but ſerious pa- 
rody. How far the above- cited authors and 
their abettors deſerve the character of loyal ſub- 
jets, or honeſt men; or, whether impunity is to 


be 
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A 8 L be conſidered as a proof of innocence; or, whether 
RE liberty and property be not rather endangered 
than vindicated by the principles and poſitions 


- under conſideration, I leave it with every ſenſible 
and diſpaſſionate reader to determine. 
Upon the whole, I apprehend, the male- con- 


tents of this country may be divided into three 


. :—firſt, that of thoſe who cannot loſe, but 


: b may be gainers by the downfal of church and ſtate: 
WE —ſccondly, that of philoſophers, or rather viſiona- 
2 1 | ries, who deal in political ſpeculation, and refine 
upon the principles of the Revolution in 1688 :— 


J thirdly, that of thoſe who are diſſatisfied with their 


WT inferiority ; who repine at their legal diſqualifica- 


tions; and are fo far only averſe to monarchy as it 
ss unfavourable to their pretenſions. 


THE END. 
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